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He told them of their pledges sworn
And of his own state, sick and worn.
But succor they would not provide:
They spurned him, and he would have died
Unaided, had he not made truce.

But none should call this a mistake,
For the Turks would have come to take                            ",720
Him, and he would have undergone
Much anguish, and lost Ascalon
Beyond doubt to the infidel,
And mayhap Tyre and Acre as well.28
28 The Bracks (p. 197) relates that Richard returned to Acre after the batde of
Jaffa.